fjO                            APOLOGY   AND   EXCUSE

was iii great demand alter the war. Fiesh mills
arose; the workers were spurred on, in the interests of
recovery, to produce in abundance, and all would be
well. They did so. The slump came They, and the
less quick-wilted employe:s with them, wcie ruined.
Lancashire today is a depjessed aiea. Do we wonder
at ca'canny?

The thing is not only immoral., il is hopelessly in-
efficient. Control by a single owner or a group of owncis,
instead of conliol by the whole community, leads to
inevitable confusion and loss, to booms and slumps,
to bankruptcies and the scrapping ot capable ronceins, to
unemployment, poverty, and brutality, and at length to
war. Piivatc ownership of the means of production has
outlived its dny. It is doomed.

Happily there is an alternative.

The instruments of pioduclion c.m be owned publicly;
and worked, not for piivale piolit, but for public service,
the needs oi consume!s being the controlling factor. Pro-
duction can be woiked by pLm, the people as a whole
deciding what they need and pioducinsf a sufficient
supply to meet it. The nation could make its budget,
as the competent housewife nizik< s hers, planning what
proportion should be spent on defence, on food, on hous-
ing, clothing, education, health, and provision foi the
future. Booms and dumps ami unemployment could
cease. Inventions could be set li^e and encouraged.
Commodities could be incicased <md education fostered.
Leisure could be used for creative development, AU
could live a civilized life

Service replacing piofit, planning replacing personal
whim, production could become both vscteutilie arid moral,
having ibr its motive (.lit; provision oJ the means of well-
being for all.

This age, raaired by the private ownership of the means
of life,, widi all its cuppling elfects on science and indasUy,
with its immoral emphasis on acquisition, and with its
inevitable conse,qnence of wealth and poverty, of class
distinctions and class dineoid% must go. Science, civiliza-
tion, and Christianity alike demand it.